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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


PortTuGAL—TIHE War. In my last, 

J had not room to say all that I wished to 
say upon the subject of the Vote of Thanks 

' to Lord Talavera. Therefore, I resume 
| that subject now, and I am the more con- 
firmed in the necessity of speaking freely 
_ and fully upon it, since I see, that the oc- 
> casion seems to have been seized upon for 
the purpose of drawing the two hostile poli- 
tical parties towards one another, an event of 
| which the sensible and observing reader 
| will want no assistance to enable him to 
anticipate the Consequences. Even Mr. 
WuirereaD seems to have been afraid of 
being thought to dissent in silence from 
the vote of Thanks; and hastens to say, 
that he claims a share of the honour of 
giving that vote; seeing, that he should 
have been one of the loudest in behalf of 
it, if he had been present when it was pro- 
posed. But, I cannot say, that, after 
what I have seen for some time past, this 
much surprizes me.———There has been 
such a mixture of praising and of blaming 
Bn Mr. Wuitsreap’s speeches ; he has so 
often ended in complimenting those whom he 
»egan in accusing; he has so often taken 
he word of those, whom he described as 
otally unworthy of all trust and confidence ; 
nd, in short, there has been so much of 
backward and forward work in his pro- 
cedings, that I, as well as most others, I 
lieve, have began to pay much lessatten- 
on to him than formerly.——Having 
hade these remarks, which, though I have 
hade them reluctantly, I could not wholly 
ppress, 1 shall proceed with my remarks 
Mr. Percrvat’s speech, taking up the 
abject where I left off in the preceding 
unber.——But, first of all, it will be 
‘st to insert here the remaining part of 
€ speech upon which. I am commenting, 
lat I may leave no room for a charge of 
ardling << J will not here enter into a 
detail of the various distinguished actions 
Which have from day to day been ex- 
hibited during the whole campaign, 
cown to the Jagt act of valour of Colonel 
-ckwith, on the banks of the Coa, for 
Sar lest while I distinguished a few I 
“ ; 
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‘ should omit many of equal merit. Hav- 
“ing taken, however, this general view, 
“and knowing the great acquisition of 
“military glory to the Country, and the 


«small loss at which it has been pur- 


“chased, I cannot help adverting, for a 


“few moments, to a few considerations 
“respecting the manner in which that 
“ success is likely to affect our enemy and 
‘‘ ourselves, our Allies and the rest of 
“ Europe. With respect to our Allies, no 
“man can doubt that it has given them an 
“ additional year for the continuance’ of 
“their struggle; and that they have re- 
“ceived a lesson from which they may 
derive the greatest profit. With regard 
“to ourselves, the campaign cannot, 1n 
“ like manner, be without its advantage. 
“ For some time there have been two 
“ parties in this country, who have enter- 
“tained very different sentiments on the 
“situation of the country. While the 
one party maintains that our glory isset, 
‘the other maintains, that at no former 
‘‘ period of our history was that glory 
“higher. To those who think that the 
« glory of this country never shone witht 
 prouder lustre than during the struggle 
“ which we have now so long maintained 
“ with France, the present confirmation of 
“ their opinion cannot fail to be consoling. 
“ But those again, who thought the sun of 
* Britain’s glory for ever set, never more 
“ again to rise among the nations, those, I 

should think, would be among the first to 
“ congratulate the illustrious glory with 

‘‘ which their country has been crowned. 

“To those this glory ‘cannot fail to be 
“ most cheering and consolatory, and in- 
“ finitely more so than to us. We all 
* now know that wé shall have a British 
“army to defend our country, if ever the 

“battle shall be brought to our own 

“shores, an army which has uniformly 

« beaten the army of the enemy, headed 

“by Generals who have out-generalled 

«the Generals of the enemy. With: re- 

« spect to that enemy, what must be now 

“his feelings after all his insolent boast- 

«ings, and what must be now his confu- 

« sion, when he sees-that he is without 


“ means to carry his designs mto execu 
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“tion? What effects these events may 
“‘ have produced in France it is impossible 
“ now to foresee. They may be to that 
“country a salutary lesson, while they 
“demonstrably prove, that extension of 
* dominion is net in reality an increase of 
** strength. With respect to the effect of 
“these victories on other parts of the, 
“ world, they will at least point out to 
“‘ them the rock on which they themselves 
* split. With these views, which to some 
‘“‘ persons may perhaps appear tao san- 
“ guine, I will own that it does appear to 
“* me impossible to conceive that the world 
“ should for ever remain enthralled under 
“its present degrading tyranny; and 
“ that it does not appear to me unreasona- 
“ ble to suppose that we may be the instru- 
“‘ments by which the delivery of Europe 
«may be effected; and that, in that 
** Peninsula, which has been the scene of 
“ the most unprincipled acts of aggression, 
“of the most outrageous barbarity of the 
“ tyrant, that there the power of the tyrant 
* should also find its grave (Hear!) What- 
“ever may be thought of the probability 
“ of these suppositions, we shall now leave 
“them, and revert again to the proper 
“ business before the House, the thanks 
“ which are due to those who have put us 
“ in a situation to entertain such proud and 
“ennobling sentiments. As long as a 
“ feeling shall remain in favour of valour, 
* so long as the hearts of men shall con- 
* tinue to be affected by distinguished 
« military glory, a glory acquired not in 
« the support, but in the resistance of tyran- 
“‘ ny, in the most righteous cause for which 
“ the sword can be drawn; so long shall the 
“fame of Lord Wellington stand em- 
* balmed in the memory of a grateful 
“ posterity, and so long shall he continue 
“to receive the thanks of mankind (loud 
“* applause), The Right Honourable Gen- 
“‘tleman then concluded, with moving, 
“ That the Thanks of the House should be 
“vated to Lord Wellington, for his dis- 
“« tinguished Military Services in Portugal 
“and to the Army under his Command.” 

---—To read this Speech, who would not 

imagine, that the achievement to be 

thanked. had produced a total change in 


the aspect of affairs, not only in Portugal, 


and Spain, but in the whole of the Conti- 
neut of Europe? Who would suppose, 
that nothing at all had ve eepa upon 
the enemy sinee this day twelve months; 
‘and that, in fact, his situation was betier, at 
the time when this speech was made, than 
it was reported to be at any time within the 








(1092 
last year.——The reader will bear in mind 
how often we were assured, that the French 
army never could get away from the trap 
into which they had fallen. So fully 
were this credulous public persuaded of 
this, that the capture of the whole of the 
enemy's army was regarded as an event 
almost certain. And, yet, when no part 
of it, except a few stragglers, have been 
captured, when it has not only got away 
unburt, but is presenting a steady front to 
ours; yet, even now, we are called upon 
to exult at the result? I am sure that this 
could not have taken place in any country 
in the world but this. I am sure of it, 
There is no people but those of this coun- 
try, amongst whom it would have been 
attempted, But, let us examine a little 
more closely the grounds upon which this 
Vote of Thanks was passed.—Mr. Pence- 
VAL views the result of the military move- 











| 

ments in Portugal in three lights: 1. As 
it may affect our allies. And, here he i 
says, that these allies will now have had | 
an useful lesson, and will, at least, gain ano- t 
ther year for the continuance of their struggle, I 
Now, as to the «tility of the lesson n 
given them in the last year’s campaiga, , 
and even up to this hour, I can not, for n 
the life of me, discover it. I do not see t 
in what way they can profit from this Sd 
lesson, that is to say, favourably to us th 
And, as to their gaining another year tor ) th 
the continuance of their struggle, that mn; 
ain may possibly prove a most dreadiul . n 
aM If indeed, Mr. Percevat will ensul 9 
final success, I shall be ready to say, tha! ¢ 
i ai the Portv the 
something has been gained, by the * : “ 
guese, with a proviso that that succes * 





to lead to their being a free people. But, 
if there be no security of final success iB 
the struggle, there is nothing gaine ¥ 
delay . there is nothing gained pa 4 7 
‘side any more than on the other side ; - 
French have another year before pre 
well as ourallies ; and what, then, ' x 












to boast of upon this score Sap pow 
re i a French amy 

England were invaded by fs 

and the enemy after comilg alwos " 

capital were compelled to retreat | fi 
seashore. Should we think it 4!) oe 
ee eh 
another for the continuance © 
strug le? And, let not the reader pe 
that the French being driven out © v4 
gal is the same thing that at wor . 
tive them out of Great ge 
very different indeed. To be on ed 
fines of Spain is the same thing» ee 
the purposes of hostility, 8 being 
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that the retreat of the French may be for 
their good; but, it is also possible, that it 
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tugal. The two kingdoms are, in fact, 
one country, The line of separation jis 
imaginary ; or, atleast, it is no more than 
the line of separation between Middlesex 
and Berkshire. So that, the expressions : 
« dripen out of Portugal: epacuation of Por- 
« tugal:” and the like, are mere inventions 
to deceive this credulous nation. I dare 
say that the French look upon themselves 
as being in Portugal as much as they did 
six months ago, in a military sense of the 
words, They may cross the line at any 
moment; and, if our object be to prevent 
them from doing se, we shall want an 
army that will not be supported by a few 
dollars every month.——~If the French 
are not to return again to Portugal; if they 
are out once forall; if there be no chance 
of their re-entering it and subduing it; if 
that js beyond the means of Napoleon ; 
then, indeed, the driving of them out will 
have been a great step; but, if they can 
return; of their return be not nearly im- 
possible, the people of Portugal will not 
be fools enough to rejoice; for, if the 
French should return amongst them, it is 
manifest, that their lot will be much more 
wretched than if the recent retreat had 
place.-——All, therefore, as 
to the Portuguese, and the Spaniards too, 
lt is possible, 








may prove to be the greatest of all the 


S calamities that have hitherio befallen 


them. If they are to be a free people, 
then the having got their invaders out of 
their territory is a great blessing; but, if 
they are, from whatever cause, finally to 
be subdued, then the longer the hour of 
their subjugation is delayed, the worse is 


it, and the worse must it be, for them. 


We are not in the best situation for judg- 
ing of the interests of the people of Por- 
tugal. We are very apt to think that 
Whatever is our interest must ‘be theirs. 


urn the question as.often as we will, our 


PWR interest is sure to be uppermost; and, 
herefore, it may, to some Rf , appear a 
breat advantage to have so safely secured 
hother year for the continuance of the 
ggle in Portugal ; but, I would have 
le reader bear in .mind, that,the Portu- 
puese may :pogsibly see the matter in a 
TY different light.—-—-2. With regard 
EROBVAL seid that this 
hievement anpst make us all happy, 
iNCipally because “ we NOW know 
that we shallhave a British army ¢o de- 
Send cur countey, if ever the battle.shall 
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“ be brought to our own shores; an army 
“ that has uniformly beaten the army of 
“the enemy, commanded by generals 
*« who have out-generalled the generals of 
“the enemy.”’——With regard to this 
uniform heating and this out-generalling, 
these points haye already been sufficiently 
discussed ; but, did it require éiis achieve- 
ment; was it not till mow, that we knew 
that we had a British army todefend our own 
shores; and, did it require the expending 
of 20 millions of our taxes in Spain aud 
Portugal to ascertain this fact? Why, we 
used to say, that “ one Englishman could 
| beat tree Frenchmen ;” this used to 
be not only a common saying, byt an ar- 
ticle of belief, in England; and, are we, 
then, come down so far in our pretensions 
as to have doubted, until justnow, whether 
we could muster up men able to defend 
our own country against an invading 
French army? Surely it was not very 
wise to proclaim this to the world, who 
will say, of course: What, then, while 
you were holding such a high tone, while 
you were outwardly professing such con- 
tempt for Frenchmen, you were at bottom 
afraid for your lives, and you discover 
your former fears by exulting that now 
you are safe! What! and is it, indeed, 
matter of boast, matter of pride, matter of 
joy and exultation, and do we call it 
glorious, because something has -hap- 
pened which assures us that we shall be 
able to save ourselves from becoming the 
slaves of Frenchmen! If, indeed, the minis- 
ter had said, “ we now knew that we have an 
“ army capable of chastising the insolent foe ; 
« capable of invading France, and carry- 
“ ing the English banners to the capital.’” 
If he had, indeed, beaten the snarch to 
Paris; then there would have been some- 
thing of consistency in the boast; then, 
though we might have doubted of the fact, 
we should have conditionally admitted the 
conclusion. But, as it is we are to boast, 
we are to exult, we are to be all cock-a- 
hoop, because something has now taken 
place, which, as we are told, gives us the 
S crales that we shall be able.to find men 
to. defend our country, in case the French 
were to invade it; and, for having made this 
consoling, this heart-cheering discovery 
to us, we are to thank Lord Talavera.—-~ 
Here, however, saute stop » my-sam. 
supposing -such discovery to be matter o 
aa jor de England, 1 do.not see that the 
» wnt has been made in the event al- 
ludedito. I do not see any thing in the 
events of the campaign in Portugal, which, 
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if I had had any: fears for the defence of 
England before, would have removed, or 
at all tended to remove, those fears. For, 
what have I seen? A French army and 
an English army meeting upon the fron- 
tiers of Portugal, the business of the for- 
mer being invasion, and the business of the 
Jatter being defence.. Now, can I draw any 
very great consolation from what fol- 
lowed? Do I see that that took place 
which I should like to see take place in 
England? Should we, any of us, like to 
see the French do here what they have 
done in Portugal?) Should we like to see 
them follow our defenders for so many 
hundreds of miles into the country, and to 
be permitted to lay one half of the coun- 
try waste, before they were compelled to 
retreat? Would it be much consolation to 
us to be told, that our army had uniformly 
beaten the enemy, and that our generals 
had out-generalled his generals? Would 
‘this be any great comfort to us, if, at the 
same time, we saw ourselves reduced to 
the most poignant misery? Should we 
exult much at such a state of things? 
Should we, I ask, call it glorious ? This is 
the way to view the matter. To make the 
case our own. To ask ourselves how we 
should like to be defended as the people of 
Portugal. have been defended ; how we 
should relish these victories if they had | 
been gained upon our own shores; and, 
show we should like this promised advan- 
tage of another year added to the continu- 
ance of the struggle. 3. Mr. Percevar 
said, that, as to the enemy, this achieve- 
ment of ours must plunge him into confu- 
sion.——Now, before we go any further, 
let us ask why we should suppose this would 
be the case.——What is there to produce 
this effect upon him? A retreat of one of his 
armies, with, comparatively, ‘very little 
loss. Now, are retreats unknown to us? 
We have seen a retreat under Siz Joun 
. Moons ; we-have seen a retreat under. 
Lord Tatavera, from the spot whence he 
takes his title, leaving his sick and wound- 
ed to the mercy of these same “ barbarous 
“ French;” we have seen-a retreat‘under 
Lorp Cuatuam;. we have seen a retreat 
_ under the Duxe of Yorn; we have seen a 
retreat under Genera Grawam, whom the | 
parliament thanked; nay, andhave we not 
cape retreat under Lorn :‘TaLavega — 
is very war'in Portugal?-———Well; di 
any of these throw ns into confision? Yet, 
with circumstances full as well calculated 
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‘ gative; you know that they produced no 
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sena. Mr. Percervat must, therefore, have. 
a very 7 opinion, I think, of the sen- 


sibility of the Emperor Napoleon, when 
he supposes, that the retreat of his Por- 


tuguese army, under’ such circumstances, 


will throw him into confusion; will fill 
him with shame; and make him despair. 
——It is stated, observe, that the allied 
army consists af 100,000 men ; and, if 
our newspapers tell us truth, that of 
Massena did not, when he ‘began his re- 
treat, amount to 50,000. If this state. 
ment be true, it is wonderful ; it is be- 


~yond measure astonishing, that the French 


army should have retreated in such com- 
plete order. They left behind them no 
sick nor wounded.» They took all along 
with them: And, is such a retreat, under 


every possible adverse circumstance, cal- 


culated to throw the Emperor into coa- 
fusion ?——However,_ be it so, for, I am 
sure, I care not what degree’ of confusion 
seizes him and every ‘despot upon earth, 
under whatever name he may exercise his 
power, though I must confess that, if] 
were compelled to choose, I should preier 
an undisguised to a disguised despotisin. 
Confusionto him ! but, let us not lose our 
senses, let us not believe, until we have 
something like proof of it, that he wants 
the meang to carry on his designs ; and, 
particularly let us be cautious how we i 
dulge.in the pleasing hope that this at- 
chievement of Lord:Talavera will prodnee 
any effect in France. Did the affairsof Wal- 
cheren, or any other of our celebrated ~ 
peditions, produce any effect in Englan 
Did any one of them. cause any inovesieat 
of the people here? Nay, did any one : 

them, or all of them put ‘together, “1 
from any minister one single voice ° - 

parliamentary-majority ? Reader, ye 
without hesitation, answer me in te 





effect at ally’ A little grumbling oe 
City of London, in an instance ° i 
who received a sharp. ra wae 
knuckles for their pains ; and, oon tthe 
end of the effect; except, indeed, tha! 
‘rap upott the knuckles'seems to haven ® 
‘the Citizens grateful, rather than peor 
wise, Why, then, Lask, slyould the 
fr siete upon. such oceesion he 
should they ‘ be ‘out of temper wi whic 
Emperor ? It isa strange omer jittle 


| has seized ‘us;to ‘believe, that err 


adverse ‘circumstance iA - 





" to. excite confusion as the setreat of Mas- ) 


¢ 








196 


ave. 
en- 
hen 
or- 
ces, 
fill 
air. 
lied 
1, if 
t of 
re- 
ate- 
be- 
och 
‘om- 
1 no 
long 
ider 
cal- 
Cou 
| am 
sion 
arth, 
e his 
, itl 
refer 
Lis, 
» our 
have 
yants 
and, 
e iN 
18 at- 
dnce 
Wal- 
d ex: 
ind? 
ment 
ne of 
take 
of his 
will, 
e nee 
ed no 
m the 
two, 
their 


ag an 
at the 






, Rew king 


1097) 


against the government. What would be 
said to any of us. Jacobins, if we were to 
foretell the overthrow of the government 
in England, because of the failure of an 
expedition or an armament ? Why, then, 
should such effects flaw from such failure 
of the armaments of France? Here, on the 
contrary, to fail appears to be meritorious 
ina Minister. Pir failed in all his wars ; 
and the parliament decree him a public fu- 
neral —~ a monument at the expence of the 
people. Why, then, again I ask, do we 
suppose, or should we suppose,. that the 
people of France are to be roused to re- 


bellion, or to opposition against the Em- 





peror, by the retreat of Massena? 
But, this retreat is to be “ a /esson’’ to the 
enemy.; to Napoleon, perchance, and is 
toconvince him, ‘* that extent.of dominion, 
‘is not increase of strength,’’——HE wants 
no lesson to convincehim of that, but, WE 
seem to want it ;. for, we are frequently 
firing Park and Tower guns for the con- 
quest of Islands, to send a pound. of beef 
to which costs us a crown in silver money. 
—— We, indeed, have need of a Jesson like 
this. We, who have an Empire in the East, 
which has long. been dragging England 
down to:ruin. His empire is not nearly 
so extended. His is all within his reach. 
He can come at it, and command it. We 
cannct do so with ours,—— Besides, his 
plan is not.to wnite Spain and Por- 
tugal_ to. France. He has set up a 
in. Spain, who is residing 
in the Capital, and who is, as far as he 
is able, grinding. the poor people down 
with taxes. So that; Napoleon is not 
here fighting for extent of dominion.. He 
8 fighting for alliances ; and what are we 
fighting for in Spain and Portugal? Are 
hot we fighting for alliances too? Say, we 
are not; why, then, we must be fighting 
for extension of dominion? No: that will 
not do. What will do, then? Why, we 
are fighting, in Spain and Portugal, the 
battles of England. We are there antici- 
the attack upon ourselves.——Say you 

so? Well, then, surely there can be no 
blame to the Erench for. going there to 
meet us; unless you hold, that it is unfair 
in them to attack England.—-—So that, in 
nO view that you can take of this matter, 
will it bear the test of reason. A shew. of 
Phe: a may be made. up; but there is 
ing ‘solid ; nothing that.does not 


vanish, at the. ear _of truth, 
rance, the rest of the world is, it sees 
*<cording to Mr. Pancevat, to be affected 
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by the retreat of Massena.——The world/ 
It is Europe he means, doubtless. And 
the mations of Europe are now to see the 
rock upon which they split.——There is a 
great deal of matter in this little sentence. 
——The nations of Europe do not, that I 
hear of, seem to think that they have spli¢ 
at all. I see no indication of their enter- 
taining any such notion, It seems, there- 
fore, a pure assumption on the part of the 
Orator, who should have shewn us the 
nations that had split. There is a conlu- 
sion here. Mr. Prrceva., meaat govern- 
ments; and, it is very true, that many of 
them have split, and actually gone to 


pieces, but the people are alive and well.’ 


They have, to be sure, changed rulers, 
and those of them, who were better off be- 


fore, have, of course, changed for the 


worse ; bur, in any case, I do not see how 
they are to profit from what has happened 
in Portosel, nor how the retreat of Mas- 
sena is to shew them the reck'upon which 
they have split.——Mr. Percnvar, how- 
ever, appears to have great hopes about 
something; and he does nof think it un- 
reasonable to suppose, that we may yet be 
the instruments. by which Europe is to be 
delivered !———Good heavens! What, still 
bent:on the deliverance of Europe; even 
after our principal Ally; our August 
Ally, has given his daughter in marriage 
to our enemy, “the ¢yrant,”’ as Mr. Per- 
CEVAL calls him.——The “ march to Paris’’ 
will assuredly be revived, if we make the 
French retreat another fifty miles! What! 
deliver Europe still, after having ratified 
many of the conquests of France by treaty! 
But, it is foolish to be surprized, or to af- 
fect surprize, at any thing of the. kind, 


We have been engaged in the deliverance. 
of Europe for the last eighteen years, and 
on we shall 
exist. ——-Mr.. WuitBreaD recommended 
an endeavour to obtain peace; 
minister told him, that é/as was not the time. 
He’ was very right. It certainly is not 
the time; and I do not believe that he 
will ever see the time as lon 
paper-money in England, that will pass 
(at any rate) in lieu of gold and silver.——— 
But, as to the deliverance of Europe, that 
is to say, the reconquering of other coun- 
tries from France, what must be in the 
head of the man, who could conceive the 
idea, merely because Massena had. re» 
treated to the frontiers of Portugal? What 
is this to-do for the Ltalians, or the Dutch _ 
or the Hamburghers? If they wished ‘it 
peat to say ; for J, for my part, have 


o as long as the means 


but the 


as there isa 
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chatige. 


Seen no - of these nations wishing to 
have heard falshoods enoagh 

upon the subject ; but, nothing else have 
I seen importifig: that these nations wish, 
that they have the slightest wish, to shake 
off what is called the Yoke of Napoleon. 
Bat, if they did wish it, how will Mas- 
sina’s retreat assist them? When Lord 
Talavera was retreating last year, did any 
one imag:ne that that would tend to deliver 
Martinico, or Guadsloupe? Yer, it would 
have been as reasonable to suppose it, as 
tO suppose, that Massena’s retreat will 
tend to deliver Holland. Looking back, 
now, over what has been said, let me ask 
the reader what real grounds he can find 
for ali this exultation about the retreat of 
the French army ; I beg him to consider 
what has, until within these few years 
been the custom in similar cases; and to 
find, if he can, any record of a Vote of 
Thanks for military services, except in 
cases of signal victory gained over the 
enemy. I should here distniss this topic, 
bat, the appellation of ‘l'vranr, bestowed 
upon the Emperor of France by Mr. Per- 
CEVAL, 18 not wholly unworthy of notice. 
——He seemed particularly gratified in 
observing, that, in the country whére 
“the barbarity of rat Tyrant had been 
“‘ most cofispicuous, that there thé power 
“ of the Tyrant would also find its grave.” 
It does make oné Stare, to be sure, 
to hear a man seriously say, that he looks 
upon the retreat of Massena as the gruve 
of Napoleon’s power. But, the word 
tyrant! I can temember when Mr. Pér- 
CEVAL prosecuted, by the means of an JIn- 

Sormution Ex-officio, Mr. Peltier for calling 
Napoleon hard names, arid for hinting 

pretty broadly, that the people of Fratice 

would do well to put him down.——But, 

before I refet more particularly to Mr. 

Perceval’s speech upon that occasion, let 

me remind the reader, that the Mornine 
Post and Covriter news-papets, have, 

within these few months, acéased Napo- 

Jeon of bousting of unnatural érimes; that 

ry call his Empress his mistress, his child 
a Bustird ; and, accuse him of committing 

acest with his brother Louts’s wife.-— 

I will here take a passage from the Coti= 

Rien of ho loriger ago than Thursday, the 

2dinstant. The writer is finding fault with 

some of the Opposition as he calls them, 

for calling Buonaparté- Emperor of France. 

liipudent hireiing? atid whose fault is it 

that there is an Emperor of France ? 
Whose but that of those who pre« 
vented the French from establishing a 
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republican government, lest the éxample 
should spread. Whether a républicat go. 
vernment Would have been the best tha¢ 
France could have had is quite another 
question. The Frérich révolttionists set 
out with Setting their faces against all sorts 
of tyranny, at any rate. They did not ask 
for a military despotism. War was not 
made upon them beéause they set up « 
despotism ; but, because they rmeulcated 
anarchy. Let this never be forgotten, 
They did tot choose a despotie govern. 
ment; they revolted to get rid of one; 
and the accusation against them was, that 
they taiight anarchy ——Therefore, if there 
be an Kmperor of France, the fault is not 
in the “ Jacobins and Levellers,’ whic 
wanted to ste ho Emperor in France ; but, 
who, since there is one there, are not tobe 
blamed for liking hit as well as any other 
Eniper®or, or, at least, are not to be blamed 
if they givé hin the same title. They, 
in fact, have nothing at all to do with 
these matters of etiquette ; and, their best 
way is always to give to every one the 
nde that he is easiest known by.—— 
The passage of the Cotiarén is as follows : 
« One or two midre observations be- 
«fore we conclude. We find that Mr. 
¢ Whitbread, as well 4s many others of the 
« Opposition, constantly calls Buonaparte 
« Emperor of France, and his Generals by 
« theit new titles. This may appeat of 
little impottance to some; to us the easy 
‘ adniission of these usurped titles is at 
“ best foolish, arid may be mischievous. 
« One effectual weapon against Buona 
“ parté, and which he dreads as thoroughly 
“4s the sword, is the general abhorrence 
« of his crimties ; but if these are forgotten, 
“ the abhorrence tntist expire with the re- 
« éollection. Whilst he is called by the 
« iiame of his repoted father, the scrivener 
“of Ajaccio, the meiiory of his prisune 
« meanness continues ; with his meanness ae 
« associate his crimes; with his crimes We 
« confirm his infamy ; with his infamy eg 
“ perpetuate orir resistance. It is - 
«« sible to recognize a title without os 
“ ledging the power which created it: ~ 
“ thank we are not ye reduced te 
« knowledge the French Emperor : soil 
“ offspritig of Buonapatte’s er omy 
“be proclaimed Kitig of Rome: he Aiba 
« be swaddied by Grandmamme Le in 
«formerly Abbess of the Nunnety 
« Matseilles and now Patroness Chrit 
“ Magdalens in Paris; he may be 
* tian by the Pope, or ah Briain 
«tanized by the Mufti; but unt 
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« shall recognize bis squalling Majesty, and 
«send an embassy to salute the royal 
« Baby-clothes, the imperial inheritance 
«is not guite assured.——Even of his 
« brother Louis, unoffending as he is, can 
« we not speak, without terming him the 
« Ex-King; or of his icesruous sister, 
« without terming her the Ex-Queen, of 
«Holland? Can we not speak of the 
«drunken Joseph, without calling him 
«King of that very country, for whose 
“ legitimate Sovereign we at this moment 
«are triumphing ? Must we hail the adul- 
« ¢erous Jerome, King of Westphalia; or 
“the erimp-serjeant Bernadotte, Crown 
« Prince of Sweden? Is it not as easy to 
«say that Lord Wellington drives before 
“ him Massena, as the Prince of Essling ; 
“and that General Graham routed Victor, 
“asthe Duke of Belluno? Is it more diffi- 
“cult to pronounce Junot, than Abrantes ; 
“or Mortier than Treviso ?’——Why, 
then, is it not as easy to pronoynce Robert 
Jenkinson as Earl of Liverpool, and so on? 
But, the good of it is, that the title of 
Emperor of France was first formally ac- 
knowledged by us in the Convention of 
Cintra, of which this far-famed Lord Tala- 
vera, whose name was then Wellesley, was 
the negociator.——-Aye, and how glad 
would this same hireling be to see a treaty 
to-morrow with the Emperor of France and 
King of Italy !——-This man seems, then, 
to think, that the recognition of the 
paapeney's title, on the part of Eng- 
land, is necessary to his stability ! if 
a negociation was on fovt, and such a 
thing were mentioned, it would send our 
embassador home in the twinkling of an 
eye.-—---This miserable slave, a slave ten 
thousand times worse than any under 
the dominion of Napoleon, couples mean- 
ness of birth with crimes; and, yet, I’ll war- 
rant, that ‘sbisuman himself was born in a 
house not worth 20 shillings a year of 
lawful money, This is excessively base. 
It is such a villainous abandonment of a 
Pat own character. But, from my soul, 

elieve, that the most abject slaves upon 
the face of the whole earth are some of 
those who are concerned with the English 
Press; and if there had been such to be 
found in France, or in any of his domi- 
nions, Napoleon would have known better 
than to put an end to what.is called “ the 
ale S tin Pree 6 Senta ho say, 
liberty praising men w the power to 
oppress you. He could find no men base 
enough; his whole dominions furnished no 
men 60 detestably base as to use the press | 








upon such terms; and, therefore, he put it 
down; and, infinitely better, and more fa- 
vourable to real freedom it was, to put it 
wholly down, than to let it exist in such 
hands.—-—Let us now return to Mr. Per- 
CEVAL and his prosecution Ex Orricio of 
Mr. Peltier. In his speech upon that oc- 
casion he used the following words, as re- 
ported in the octavo edition, page $1, pub- 
lished by Mr. Peltier himself. ———« Whe- 
“ther the present libel was directed 
“ against a Monarch sitting on his throne, 
“from long hereditary descent, or whe- 
« ther he is a person raised to this power 
‘‘ by the revolution, from the choice of 
« that country, or from any other cause, 2 
« makes no difference. He is, de facto, the 
“ chief Magistrate, and is to be respected by 
« those who are the subjects of that coun- 
“try, who owe a temporary allegzance to 
“him. He is to be respected as if his ances- 
“ tors had enjoyed the same power for a4 num- 
“ ber of generations, Perhaps I may hear 
«of publications in the Moniteur reflect- 
“ ing on our government. What have we 
“ to do with that? I am standing here for 
« the honour of the English Jaw, and of the 
“English nation. I state this to be a 
“crime, and as such have brought it 
“before an English jury. And if any 
« other country think that they can pros- 
“per by any such publications as this, 


+ let them have the benefit of it but 


«do not let us have the disgrace.” —— 
Now, reader, apply this to the publica- 
tions of the present day; nay to go no 
further than the one above taken from the 
Covunier. If Mr. Pevrizr’s publication 
was a dishonour to England; if the 
HONOUR of the English LAW (Honour 
of Law !) called for the proceeding against 
him, what is this honour at now? This 
same sovereign is now called an incestuous 
person, an adulterer, a boaster of unnatural 
crimes; and, yet, very far indeed are the 
authors from being called to account. The 
child of Napoleon is called a Bastard ; his 
wife is called a mistress. Is the excuse 
that we are now at war with him ? This is 
a pretty justification indeed, and another 
very fine illustration of the consistency of 
what is called the daw of libel. But, at 
any rate, I never will say any thing of 
Napoleon in war that I am not allowed to 
say of him in peace : Inever will condescend 
to be that base thing of a writer, who will 
submit to be hallooed on and rated off, just 
¥ it suits es views of ae rah re. 
apoleon is the same man now that as 
in 1803, only his fame is more spread aud 
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his power greater. But, he is, at any 
rate, First Magistrate of France; and, he 
is not the less so because he is at war with 
us. ifany man were to sell a file of the 
Counter after peace is made with France, 
such man would, agreeably to the doc- 
trines upon which Mr. Pettirr was ac- 
cused and-convicted, be liable to cool 
his heels in jail. In another part of his 
speech at that trial, Mr. Percevan pointed 
out the danger of irritating the people of 
France against us; and, in short, every 
thing was said toshew the evil tendency of 
abusing Buonapartc. I say, then, that 
he is still the same man, and that he 1s still 
ihe First Magistrate of France. —— If 
he is tobeabused merely because we are at 
war with him, what pretty consistent law 
is this. . The honour of this law must be 
of a mest singular description. In 
peace we must not say truth of him, if 
unpleasant ; but, in war, we may say 
what we will, true or false, as clearly ap- 
pears from the publications in the Méarn- 
inG Post and the Courier. Such pub- 
lications cannot, indeed, produce war ; but, 
it is possible that they may perpetuate it. 
‘The French news-papers contain no such 
infamous publications about any persons 
in this covntvy. Bad as they are repre- 
sented to be, they do not contain’ any 
such things, and never have. But in this 
country, they are found in all these prints, 
the authors of which shew their devotion 
to men in power.—_—-I_ do not say, that it 
is my opinion even, that they will per- 
pepnate war, being persuaded that Napo- 
eon masters his passions where his poli- 
tical interest is concerned ; but, it must 
be evident, to every. one, that, if any pub- 
lications could have such a tendency, these 
would have that tendency. The mi- 
nister may call Napoleon a tyrant as long 
as he pleases ; but, | never will, until such 
a change is made in the practice of the 
law,as will authorize meto call him a 
tyrantin time of peace as well as in time 
of ‘war ; nor, will I ever say’ any thing of 
him, which (if I have the frath with 
me) I'am not allowed to say of the King 
of England or of any of his sons or his 
ministers. No: I have seen a writer 
tried and convicted of the crime of having 
spoken of Napoleon in a way, calculated 
to expose him to hatred; and if this be 
actime, it must be a’ crime in time of 
war as well as in time of peace ; * and, 
therefore, T will not speak of him in any 
such way. © I will speak of him ‘with just 
the sarhe caution that I am compelled to 




















[llos 
| speak of other sovereigns. I dare no: 
satirize the king of Sicily or Sardimia or 
the Prince Regent of Portugal or Fer. 
dinand the Seventh ; and. I will not sa. 
tirize the Emperor of France. I will not 
condescend to be so vile a time-seryer,—__. 
if he be a tyrant, why then, I hate him, 
that-is all; but, if we were at peace 
with him, the law of libel would not suffer 
me to call him tyrant, neither will I se 
call him now. 


Mn. Bincham.——The case of this cen. 
tleman was noticed in my Register of the 
30th of March, page 769 of the present 
volume. It appeared clearly to me, from 
a perusal of the proceedings on the Trial, 
as reported in the news-papers, that he 
had not only been falsly accused; but 
that there had been some very foul play 
made use of against him; and, in short, 
that his life had been put in jeopardy from 
some most abominable motive in some 
quarter or other, —=--At the time when | 
wrote the article here referred to, I could 
not lay my hand upon any of the pub- 
lications, which were made against Mr. 
Bincuam in London, the moment he was 
taken up, and which publications were, | 
recollected, of .a nature to prejudice the 
public, the whole world, and of course, the 
Jury against him. There were several 
of these publications ; but, that which 
was made in the Times news-paper was 
the one which I remembered the best; 
and, upon looking back for it, I found it 
as follows. I shall here insert it entire; 
and I give it as-an instance of the boldness 
of these literary heroes ; of their undaunted 
courage; of their noble spirit of freedom, in 
cases where they assault the feeble or the 
fallen. Here they exercise the liberty of 
the press without any restraint ; here they 
shew that they enjoy the “ blessed birthright 
“of Britons ;” | here they swagger 5 here 
they look big. But, it is time to come 
to the publication referred to; and, as - 
proceed, we should bear in mind, ort . 
object of attack was a man not prove®’ ‘ 
be guilty, a man of spotless reputatio 
heretofore, a man with a numerous family 
aud with very scanty means of ps men 
ing them, and that this publication n 
made ata time when there was Aor 
reward offered for bringing to ont ae 
the person guilty of one of the crimes “ibe 
which he was charged.———There on 5 
passages, which I ‘have designates ar 
capital letters, and to these I Ot isle of 
to pay particular attention. she 
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the article should be attended to; but these 
two passages are of the greatest import- 
ance ; for of great importance it is to 
every man, seeing that every one is ex- 
posed to the same danger that Mr. Bing- 
ham has experienced. The passage is 
taken from the Times news-paper of the 
5th of February, 1811. « A few months 
“since, a great part of Ashdown Forest 
« in Sussex was inclosed by a set of men 
“called Foresters, and also by the Rey. 
‘Robert Bingham, the Curate of the 
«parish of Mayerstield; which being 
« deemed to be the right of the Dutchess 
“of Dorset, the same were thrown down 
“ by order of her Grace, Lord Whitworth, 
« and Lord: Sheffield, the acting Magis- 
“trate for that county. This act irritated 
“all those who had made _ inclosures, 
“and some of them were heard to make 
“use of threatening language, which 
“caused some little alarm among those 
“concerned in destroying the inclosures ; 
‘but no particular notice was taken, or 
“any act done except swearing In a num- 
“ ber of respectable inhabitants as Special 
“Constables, tos be ready in case of an 
“emergency.——On Sunday, the 16th 
“of December, a letter was found on the 
“road near Mayersfield, by the sons of 
“Mr. Richard Jenner, a respectable 
“farmer, directed to their father. The 
“boys took it home, but their father 
“being absent they gave it to their 
“mother, who on opening it, discovered 
“that it was headed in large letters, 
“Fire: Murder! and Revenge!” and 
“the contents threatened destruction to 
“the Parson, Churchwardens, Farmers’ 
“houses, barns, and stacks. The boys 
“told the mother, that after Mr. Bing- 
“ham performed the morning service at 
“ Mayersfield Church, he got on horse- 
“ baek to ride to a neighbouring parish 
“to do duty there in the afternoon, he 
“ passed them, and when he was at a short 
“distance from them, THEY SAW A 
“ PAPER DROP FROM HIs POCKET, 
“WHICH > THEY WERE POSITIVE 
“WAS THE LETTER THEY PICKED 
“ UP.——The letter so much alarmed 
“ Mrs, Jenner, that she’sent off one of her 
“sens after her: husband, who was in 
“London. ‘Thecircumstance caused con- 
“ siderable alarm in that part of the coun- 
“try. Lords Whitworth’ and | Sheffield 
“published ‘an advertisement, offering a 
“reward of Quol. for the discovery of the 
x writer of the letter. A number of men 
“were employed to watch Mr. Jenner’s 








‘ premises, and to patrole in different parts- 
«—QOn the 16th of January last, MP. 
« Bingham’s house was discovered to be 
* on fire, and although timely assistance 
“ was given, great part of the premises 
« were destroyed. It was ascertained that 
« the fire broke out in the school-room, 
where there were several faggots laid. 
« Mr. Bingham reported that he had no 
“doubt it was one of the Foresters who 
« had set fire to his premises. The ac- 
“count he gave of the fire and his con- 
« duct, was, that his family went to bed 
“ about ten o’clock—he was the last up. 
“ About half past ten o’clock he heard 
« the noise of footsteps; he looked out of 
« his window, but could not see. or hear 
“any person.—About half-past eleven 
« o’clock he was alarmed again—he look- 
“ed out of the window the second time, 
« but did not see any person ? but a little 
«‘ before one, he heard a noise at the school- 
«* room-door ; and he states that he saw a 
« man walking from the house, but could 
“ not tell whether he had on a blue coat 
‘or asmock frock. This account being 
« so very extraordinary and unsatisfactory, 
« Lord Sheflield sent to the Public-office, 
\«« Bow-street, for an active and intelligent 
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| « officer, and Mr. Read sent Atkins. Upon 


« the oflicer’s arrival, after making inqui- 
«ries, HE strongly suspected Mr. Bing- 
‘¢ ham set his own house on fire, and in 
«“ consequence placed several men to 
watch. ONE OF THEM HE STA- 
«TIONED IN THE STEEPLE OF 
« THE CHUKCH, WHEN THEY DIS- 
«COVERED HIM TO BRING A 
« GREAT QUANTITY OF BOOKS 
«FROM HIS STABLE, AND BURY 
THEM IN HIS GARDEN. From a 
“ variety of other suspicious circumstances 
a warrant was granted against Mr. Bing- 
«“ham, and one to search his premises, 
‘© when Atkins found in the roof of the 
« privy a variety of valuable papers con- 
«cealed, together with 6ther suspicious 
« circumstances of his having set his pre- 
«“ mises on fire for the purpose of defraud - 
ing the Union Fire Offlice,. and he was in 
“ consequence taken into custody, and 

“on Friday underwent a final examina- 

“ tion at Lewes, before Lords. Chichester 

« and Sheffield, and was fully committed 

“for trial,” Now, without . dwelling 

upon the gencral tenor of this article, 1 beg 

the reader’s attention to the two passages, 

pointed: ovt by the Capital Letters, either 

of which, if true, contains pretty nearly 

| proof of the guilt of the accused person. 
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——They relate to the two crimes, with 
which he stood charged: the first, to the 
crime of writing the shreatening letter to 
Jenner; and the second, to the crime of 
setting fire to his own house with a view 
of defrauding the Union fire Office, of which 
office we shall have more to say another time 
perhaps. It is stated here by Mr. Wat- 
TER, the Proprietor of the. Times news: 
paper, that the sons of Jenner “ saw a pa- 
“« per drop from Mr. Bingham’ spocket, which 
“they were positive was the Letter they 
« picked up.”——Now, if the account of 
the trial be true, this is false ; for, in that 
account the boys, even these boys, say no 
such thing; and, Mrs. Jenner says no 
sich thing. The boys say, on the 
contrary, that they did mot see the 
letter drop from his Pocket ; and, Mrs. 
Jenner says, that they never told her 
that they did see it drop from his pocket, 
and that, for some time, no such thing 
was ever talked of, Thus, then, is 
the falsehood of this publication proved 
upon the trial; it is proved upon oath ; 
and, indeed, if the truth of it had been 
proved Mr. Bingham must have been 
found guilty; for, the evidence of seeing 
it drop from his. pocket, would, at any 
rate, have been proof quite sufficient of 
his being, at bottom, the author of it. 
What justification, then, can Mr. Walter 
set up for this publication; this foul attack 
upon the character of Mr. Bingham ; this 
stab at his reputation? Ignorance? Is that 
his plea? Will he say that he was igno- 
rant of the matter; that he was not ac- 
quainted with the circumstances? Will 
he say this? Why did he not stop, then, 
till he was acquainted with the circum- 
stances ; why did he not stop till he had 
good authority for saying what he said? 
What right had he to venture such a pub- 
lication regardless of the effect upon the 
unfortunate gentleman and his family? 
Yet, ignorance, bad as it is, is his best jus- 
tification; for, if he knew the truth, at the 
time when he was publishing this false- 
hood, I have no hesitation in saying that 
the act was very little better than that of a 
murderer, and a murderer of the worst 
sort too, because it united to consummate 
cruelly thé basest of cowardice.——The 
second assertion, that one of the men, 
stationed in the steeple of the church, dis- 
covered Mr. Bingham “ to bring a great 
“* quantity of books from his stable and bury 
“ them in his ;? is, as appears from 
the report of the trial, equally false with 
the former. There is not a word of truth 

















i 
in it, from beginning to the end.——What | 
an infamous thing, then, was it to publish a 
such an assertion! If this assertion had ta 
been true, and, who: could doubt of it, G 
from the manner in which the assertion , 
was made, there could have been little sa 
doubt of Mr. Bingham’s guilt; every man - 
must, upom the face of the fact, say that it on 
indicated, elearly indicated, guilt; and, cn 
the persuasion of its truth once safely all 
lodged in the mind of two or three of the Fa 
jury might have sent this innocent man to ben 
the gallows ; for his escape from which he wh 
certainly has not to thank Mar. Waxten, | on 
———-I'he last assertion is a sheer falsehood, the 
It has not shadow of foundation in any me 
fact, as far as appears from the report of lea 
the Trial. How then, came Mr, Wattzen the 
to make it; for, after all, Mr. Walter it is, | the 
and Mr. Walter it must be. How came bur 
he to make this assertion? Did he put in cor 
the paragraph at the request of another | dae 
person? Was it paid for, or was it not’ ; the 
Here, as in the other case, ignorance is his but 
best plea; but, what satisfaction is that | ste: 
to Mr. Bingham, his wife, his children, the 
his relations, and his friends ?- What satis- eve 
faction would it have been to them, if the ing 
ignominious death of the accused had Thi 
been, as it might have been, the conse- this 
quence? Nay, what satisfaction is it to Mr. thor 
Bingham for all his actual losses and in- of 
juries, sustained in consequence of these acct 
false reports? Here is no blind hint; 1s as b 
a positive assertion; a plain assertion of had 
fact, and which fact is a proof of guilt.—— hav 
Still, however, I should have been ready pow 
to make some allowances for Mr. Wattet, acte 
if he had made the reparation, the cheap lieve 
reparation, of a contradiction, through the that 
same channel] that had conveyed the “A their 
jurious falsehood to. the public. : “ ry 
though I have looked pretty attentive’y has | 
see if such contradiction appeared, I _* is tt 
seen none, either in the TiMEs ye treat 
Mornine Curonicts, or in any © vi 
papers through which the wore ae I ol 
conveyed to the public.——An * Pie 
cannot help observing the differear* “ i 
the conduct of these gentlemen ¥* ia net my 
poor Clergyman and a rich Bishop. ; , Port, 
s their knee that 
long since they were all upon h bands goin 
before the Bishop of Derry, Wi? | ii. Pecan 
clenched together and eyes upli all that this } 
blasphemers in a storm. Yet, #" rm 
e against him was, the gue 

they had dene against him | h, ¢ 
wlbmey of punning pareg'P Ouut 
copying of a sort OF Pare was said, 0? Mame ahd 


reflecting, 


the Biep's oe, I | paras 
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The Miserable Sintiets uttered whole Li- 
tanies of paragraphs in the hope of avert- 
ing the wrath of the offende Father in 
God. They put me in mind of the 
crouching caitiffs in the Lurnin of Bomeau, 
trembling for their lives in fear of the 
avenging crosier—=They published, fot 
only a recantation; a full and clear re- 
cantation ; but they, moreover, published 
all sorts of praises of the Right Reverend 
Father. They told us of his charity, his 
benevolence, iis humanity, his munificence, of 
which they gave us particular instances ; 
and so particular and circumstancial were 
they as to these points, that it would al- 
most have seethed, that they had, at the 
least, lived im the same house and dipt in 
the same dish with his Lordship.-——Wlie- 
ther they saved themselves I know not ; 
but, I cannot refrain from comparing their 
conduct upon that occasion with their con- 
dact towards Mr. Bingham, against whom 
the offence was assuredly much greater, 
but, to whom, none of them have, that I have 
sten, offered the smallest apology. Nay, 
they have not, as far as I have observed, 
even said one word in the way of correct- 
ing what they had before asserted.—— 
This is very unjust, and very cruel; for, 
this silence would seem to argue, that, 


‘though he has been acquitted m a court 


of justice, they, the publishers of these 
accusations, still look upon Mr. Bingham 
as being guilty of the crimes, which they 
had laid to his charge.——Would they 
have acted thas with regard to a rich or a 
powerfal man? We have seen how they 
acted in case of a rich Bishop ; and, I be- 
lieve, that the reader will agree with me, 


_ that if Mr. Brnettam had been a Bishop, 


their conduct towards him would have 
been very different indeed from what it 


has been.—The cause of Mr. Bingham 


is that of every man; for, if he can be 
treated thus, if his life can be put in jeo- 
pardy by false accusations spread through 
the public papers, whose life may not? 
——I observed before, that it was the 
duty of the gentlemen of the county of 
Sussex to give him countenance and sup- 
Port, it being, from the trial, very evident, 
that there had been some very foul work 
ong on against him. Whether he has 
received sach support I know not ; but, of 
this I am roe? Bis , that, if he has not, it 
argues great baseness in the people of the 
County, and especially the people of rank 
ahd property. The expences must have 
oné Nearly to ruin a man in the circum. 
in which he appears to have been. 








He was, it seems, only the curate of the 
parish, upon a stipend, probably, of 50 
or 60 pounds a year; and, with this and 
a school, he had to support a family of 
eleven children. The expences of trial 
must, to such a man, have been nearly 
utter ruin. This is, then, quite hardship 
enough without being calumniated into 
the bargain ; and, whe any one has from 
want of knowing the truth, propagated in- 
jurious falshoods against such a man, jus- 
tice, bare justice, demands a contradic- 
tion, in the most public manner and most 
explicit terms. 


Spain.— Tut War.——There is some- 
thing going on in Spain, which does not 
indicate any very good understanding be- 
tween our army and that of the Spaniards. 
—The public will bear in mind what loud 
accusations were made here against the 
Spanish Commander at the affair of Bar- 
rosa. It was said, that we had the whole 
of the honour ; and that the Spaniard was 
either traitor or coward. The Spanish 
Regency seem to be of a different opinion. 
They, in giving an account of the battle, 
have the following passage: ——“ Such 
“have been the memorable expedition, 
« and battle of the 5th of March, in which 
“the British troops have again shewn 
“ their disvipline, their incomparable firmness, 
“and extraordinary valour; maintaining 
“ their reputation of being superior to the 
“ French, which they have proved on 
“every occasion when they have con- 
“tended against them.—The Spanish 
“ troops, with unbounded bravery, and an 
“¢ heroic enthusrusm, zlorious'y fought, and in 
“the most brilliant manner overcume their 
“« oppressors without the dispersion of a single 
“ soldier. The allied army has covered 
itself with g/ory, and merits the eternal 
“ gratitude of Spaniards, and the admira- 
“tion of Europe.’’—— Now, either the 
Spanish Regency speak truth, or they 
speak faulshoed; it the former we were not 
told the truth by our prints before ; if the 
latter, what a pretty set of allies have we 
got? For my part, I do not know what 
to believe, and wish to give no opinion 
about the matter; but, if what the Spa- 
nish Regency say be really true, the 
Spaniards were very ’ roughly treated 
here; and, at any rate, the harmony be- 
tween the armies cannot, I should suppose, 
be very perfect. 


Amenican Manvractronts. —— The 
book advertised below has been repub- 
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State of New-York.—With a Preface and 
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lished by me, in the manner there stated 
with a view of enabling those who take 
an interest in the question to judge for 
themselves, whether there is any probabi- 
lity of America remaining any longer de- 
pendent upon England for wool and wooi- 
lens. It is the best book that I have read 
upon the subject of Sheep; but, I was in- 
duced to make the publication here, be- 
cause the book seemed to me:to settle the | 
grand question of manufactures, ——The 
reader will bear in mind, that the Author | 
was, a few years ago, minister of the 
American States to the Emperor of France. 
In the insertion of his name I have pur- | 
posely omitted his ééles of LL. D. &ce. 
&c. and was sorry to see, that he-should 
have theught them worth the troubie of 
printing. [am sure the best of his coun- 
trymen did not. 





W™, COBBETT. 
State Prison, Newgate, Friday, 
May 3,418.1. 





Just published, handsomely printed in 8v0., by 
Hansanp, jun., with plates, price 8s. in 


boards, 
AN ESSAY on SHEEP, 


Intended chiefly to promote the Intreduc- 
tion and Propagation of Merinos in the 
United States of America, by proving 
from actual Experiments, the great ad- 
vantage thereof to Agriculture and Manu- 
factures. By R. R. LIVINGSTON. — 
Printed by order of the Legislature of the 


Explanatory Notes, by Witu1am Cosserr. 
—Sold by J. Budd, Pall-Mall, and R. 
Bagshaw, Brydges-street, Covent-Garden. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS, 


FRrance.—-War in Spain.—Oficial Report 
of the Duke of Belluno, relative to the 
Battle of Barrosa.—Pervrto Reat, 
March 7, i8t}, 

(Concluded from paze 1088. ) - 


That very night the enemy had thrown 
across a bridge of rafts; some voltigeurs 
penetrated to the other side of the bridge, 
and returned again with the Spanish troops, 
who hastened to the assistance of their 
people.-These two companies, which 
were headed by the Colonel of the 95th, 
re-entered their camp with a number of 
prisoners.— The ilards, by their own 
acknowledgintnt, had 150 killed, and 200 
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| 7 {111s 
drowned.-—This combat, which ¢ 

under the constant fire of ee 
Santi Petri, and the batteries of the Isle of 
Leon, does honor to the voltigeurs of the 
95th ; they displayed on this occasion as 
much coolness as courage.—It was on! 
from the account of this affair which Ge- 
neral Villatte addressed to me onthe 4th 
that Llearned the establishment of this 
bridge of rafts, which permitted the ene. 


; my to connect the operations of the troops 


lett in the Isle with those of their army.— 
The establishment of the bridge of Santi 
Petri, and the report of General Cassague, 
who informed me that the enemy had 
not made his appearance on the side of 
Acala and Medina, made me presume 
that it was his intention to march by his 
left, in order to surprise and cut off the 
troops of the 3d division, which were in 
the lines of Santi Petri, to join those which 
should come out of Cadiz, and to march 
in that direction upon Chiclana.—I made 
my arrangements for surprising the ene- 
my on his march, and frustrating his ex- 
pectations.—At five in the morning of 
the 5th, the ten battalions of the Ist and 
2d divisions set out from the farm-house of 
Guerra, and marched towards Chiclana.— 
General Cassagne received orders to 
march to us.—On my arrival at Chiclana, 
I ordered General Villatte to withdraw 
from our lines at Santi Petri the two bat- 
talions which might have been endanger- 
ed, and to unite them to the rest of his 
division, destined to attack the heads ol 
columns of the allied army,at the moment 
of their appearance.—I was in the beliel, 
from all the information I could collect, 
that this army consisted of 8,000 Spaniards 
and 4,000 English. Even this was dou- 
ble the numbers I could oppose to it; D& 
vertheless I had conceived the hope n+ 
only of frustrating its projects, but $ 
destroying it: it was with this feeling 
that | manceuvred.—The enemy was ee 
march ; his heads of columns had arrive 
near our lines of Santi Petri, and his oor 
guard was on a height near the sea-beac 
about.a league from our lines, when a . 
vanced by the woods which are in yl 
of Chiclana, upon his right flank ap ; zl 
most upon his rear with the 10, battalie ' 
of the Ist and 2d divisions—The 0°? 
of General Cassagne did not yet BY 
their appearance ; a long quarter 
league separated me from the enem a 10 
without attacking him, I. gave him apo 
concentrate his troops, and to ee ught 
the division Villatte, 1 thought 1 0»8 
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not to let slip so fine an opportu- 
nity; and I advanced towards him.— 
—The division Ruffin forming the left with 
the Ist regiment of dragoons, took a di- 
rection by the extremity of the height on 
the side of Conil, and the division Laval 
marched straight to this height, upon which 
the enemy appeared inclined to await us. 
He there kept his ground for a few mo- 
ments; he was overthrown, and General 
Roflin took possession of the height. I 
then repaired to this height, whence I per- 
ceived the disposition of the enemy’s 
army. The Spaniards, under the order of 
Lapena, were at the head, and strongly 
engaged with General Villatte. The can- 
nonade and fire of musquetry were ex- 
tremely brisk. I discovered, upon seeing 
their lines, that they were at least 15,000 
innumber. The English formed the rear- 
guard, and according to their custom, they 
wished to place the Spaniards in the post 
of danger, and expose themselves as little 
as possible. By the movement which I 
had made, I advanced upon them. The 
English General ‘made his dispositions, 
and I could see, that instead of being 
4,000 strong as [had supposed, they were at 
least 8,000 ; so that they alone, without 
including the Spaniards, were stronger 
than myself. I had then reason to be con- 
vinced that the army which I had to fight 
amounted to at least 22.000 men. I in- 
stantly resolved to send orders to General 
Villatte.not to oppose the passage of the 
enemy, to prevent him from advancing 
on Chiclana, and to confine him to the 
left of the rivulet.—From the height 
whence I had driveri the enemy to Santi 
Petri and to Chiclana, the country is en- 
lirely covered with pine woods, excepta 
few hundred of toises.—I repaired the di- 
vision Laval; I caused it to be formed, and 
some moments were spent in waiting for 
the artillery. Assoon as the enemy had 
got knowledge of my march, they made a 
halt, and placedthemselves ; the Spaniards 
on the left, the half of the English on the 
right; and the other half, forming a square, 
was opposed to General Ruffin. The Eng- 
lish touched upon the sea. . This line was 
nearly continuous.—As soon as the artil- 


lery ‘arrived, I directed General Laval 


against the left of the English corps and 
the right of the Spaniards, having General 

illatte on my right, who was briskly en- 
aged with the left of the Spaniards, and 
General Ruffin on my left, who occupied 


the heights: his left rested on the sea, and 


his right was ‘separated, by an interval of 





5 or 600 toises of intersected country, from 
the left of General Laval. ‘The firing suc- 
cessively commenced along the whole of 
the line. ‘The enemy perceiving that 
to combat for victory was no longer 
the matter in question, but for his 
very preservation, fought with cou- 
rage, supporting a fire which brouglit 
down his men by hundreds. But his num- 
bers were so great, that a3 soon as one 
line was overthrown, it was replaced by 
another. Our soldiers fought like lions. 


A Spanish corps had gained the right of 


General Laval, a circumstance which de- 
termined me to make a movement on his 
right, and to order General Ruffin to draw 
closer from his left. After two hours and 
an half of extremely hard fighting, about 
three in the afternoon the firing ceased on 
both sides, the enemy gave up the project 
which his movements for two months had 
in view, and which was to take Chiclana 
and turn our lines. On our side, 1 gave 
up the hope of destroying him; a hope 
which would have been absurd from the 
moment when I learned that his force 
amounted to 22,000 men, among whom 
were at least $,000 of the best troops of 
the English, in the number of which last 
were several corps of the guards.—I re- 
peat it, the enemy’s army amounted te 
22,000 men, including 8,000 English in- 
fantry, 700 Spanish cavalry, and 500 
English horse. Information from the 


prisoners, from the inhabitants of the 


country, and all the reports addressed to 
me, leave no doubt with regatd to this 
number. Had I been only aided by a 
fourth part of the 4th corps, that whole 
army would have been destroyed.—We 
have taken 3 pieces of cannon, 3 colonels, 
100 officers, and 600 soldiers, mostly 
Spanish. The Spaniards have suffered 
greatly ; their loss is reckoned ‘at 2,000 
men ; but the loss sustained by the Eng- 
lish has also been very considerable. 
The most moderate calculations make it 
amount to 2,500 killed and wounded.— 
General Roffin, being wounded with his 
sharp-shooters, has been made prisoner.— 
The 8th, 24th, 54th,‘and 94th regiments 
distinguished themselves.—General Rous- 
seau, an officer of the greatest merit, and 
Col. Autie, were killed. —Our loss is very 
considerable, taking into view the ‘small 
number of our cémbatants.. We have had 
$00 killed, and’ 1400 wounded. The 
enemy took no prisoners, except about 


-60 men who were severely wounded.—-A 


battalion of the’ 8th having charged in @ 









<a 


og: ~~ 
Se - 


~ 


> te A tee 
Fume 


om, Sem ee -“y L. 


” ee ee 


Ee 5 





a 





Ee ae ee 


atS ae eet 


—_— 
— 
- 





4; pie 





an emg ES site 


40K, 





Sy 
ee 
=~ 





* 
OA weg 
Wr 


— 








- 
“a 


ie 






~ : 

md i clinhe etintenatees i 
bas ver SG te nd ‘ 
tonne 


* 
i - > 
~ 


aie ee 
P~ 
= at Se 





Be NA eK 


— 


ye «tek 
es — cy 
~~ rs 























































































































































































1115) 


woody ground, and their eagle-bearer 
herine been killed, we have not found 
their eagle again.—While the enemy 
were marching upon Chiclana, the insur- 
gents from the mountains threw themselves 
wpon our rear by Arcos and Medina ; all 
the points ofour line were attacked ; but 
the valour of the Ist corps prevailed over 
the numbers of our enemies. . The inha- 
bitants of Andalusia can hardly conceive 


how such small numbers were able to re-. 


sist so many combined efforts —General 
Cassagne, with the garrison of Medina, 
did not arrive till two hours after the ac- 
tion.—I am with respect, &c.—The Mar- 
shal Duke of Briiuno. , 





PorruGa——Taz War.——Dispatches 
published in London, 30th April, 1811. 


A Dispatch, of which the following is an 
Exsract, was this morning received at Lord 
Liverpool’s Office, addressed to tis Lordship 
by Lieutenant-General Viscount Wellington, 
dated Nissa, 18th April, 1811. 


Havinc made arrangements for the 
blockade of Almeida, and haying reason to 
believe that the enemy’s army will not be 
in a situation for some time to attempt to 
relieve that place, even if they should be 
so inclined, I have taken advantage of the 
momentary discontinuance of active opera- 
tions in that quarter to go into Estrama- 
dura to the corps under Marshal Sir Wm. 
Beresford, and Ihave got thus far.on my 
way.—-Lieut.-General Sir B. Spencer re- 
mains in command of the corps on the 
frontiers of Castile. Nothing of import- 
ance has occurred in that quarter since | 
addressed your Lordship on the 9th in- 
stant. The enemy retired ,entirely from 
the Agueda ; and, it is eported, that some 
of their troops had gone back as faras Za- 
mora and Toro, upon the Douro.—Marshal 
Sir Wm. Beresford was not able to effect 
bis passage across the Guadiana as.soqn as 
he ‘expected; and the enemy have intro- 

ced some provisions into Badajoz and 
Olivenza. Sir William Beresford’s ad- 
vanced guard crossed the Guadiana on the 
4th.instant ; and J.am concerned to:report, 
that a squadron of the 23th Light Dra- 
1 which were en picket under 

or Mores, weve sprprised, .on the 
night of ;the 6th, by .a detachment.of the 
enemy ’s cavalry from Olivenza. J have 
Mot received the return of the lass upon 
‘this .oecasion, but.I.am informed that the 
whole aquadron, with the, ian of 20 
have since retired, as Iam informed, en- 
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|tirely from Estremadura, leaying ; 

garstanie in Badajoz and Dlivenss at 
shal Sir Wm. Beresford has taken a Posi- 
tion to invest both Badajoz and Olivenza. 
—A detachment of the 5th army, which 
is now commanded by General Castanos 
is, 1 understand, at Merida.—Since I last 
addressed your Lordship, Gen. Zayas had 
again landed the troops under his com- 
mand, and had again embarked them, and 
returned to Cadiz. General Ballastetos’s 
division alone, therefore, continues in the 
Condado de Niebla; but, from a letter 
from Mr. Wellesley of the 11th, I learn 
that General Blake was himself about to 
come into the Condado di Niebla to take 


division, and the troops which had been 
under the command of General Zayas, 
and which were to return to that quarter. 
General Blake had expressed an anxious 
desire to.co.operate with Marshal Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford.—General Castanos has 
been appointed to command the army in 
Gallicia, as well as the 5th army, lately 
the army.of the left, commanded by the 
late Marquis of Romana. 


Forercn-Orrice, Downinc-Strees, 
April 30. 

Dispatches were this morning received 
by the Marquis ‘Wellesley from Charles 
Stuart, Esq. his Majesty’s Minister at Lis- 
bon, under date the 20th inst. stating that 
the garrison of ‘Olivenza, consisting of 
$10 men, surrendered at discretion to the 
Allied Army on the 14th inst. and was 
marched to Elvas. 

Marshal Mortier, with 4,000 men, was 
in the neighbourhood of Lierena, having 
detached a moveable column, under Ge- 
neral Mortiniere, by the way pf Almarez, 
towards Toledo. General Beresford, with 
that part of the Allied Army which does 
not form‘the siege of Badajoz, was im the 
neigitbourhood of Santa Martha. / 

« The Corps of Gen. Ballasteros had ” 
head-quarters in Segura de Leone on “~ 
'2th. His cavalry was at Zafra on t 5 
13th, on-which day Lord Wellington lett 
Villa Formosa on the Coa, to join the army 
in Estremadura:”’ 


Foreicn nthe Sits ” 
A Dispatch of which she following ! 
Riri, saan this ing received by Fg 
Marguis egg aot les Stuart, 
his Majesty’s Enoay Extraordinary 
Minister “Plexipatensary at Lishon, 
date the 20th instant. % 
The brilliant successes of she All 





Army have been celebrated by every o- 





the command of General Ballasieros’s - 
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monstration of joy which can mark the 
rratitude of the 


drtuguese for the exer- 
fio of the British in their behalf, and 
for the satisfaction inspired by the salva- 
tion of their country. 

Te Deum has been sung in the churches ; 
the City has been illuminated ; and shortly 
after the publication of the Proclamation 
enclosed in a former dispatch, the letters, 
of which I have the honour to enclose 
copies, were addressed to Lord Wellington 
and Marshal Beresford, by the Govern- 
ment and the Minister. 


Most Illustrious and Most Excellent Lord 
Viscount Wellington, K. B. Marshal, 
General Commander in Chief. 


Your Excellency’s Dispatch, dated the 
8th inst. having been laid before us, and 
your Excellency’s glorious and transcend- 
ant services inthe course of. the present 
campaign having been duly considered, 
we have high satisfaction in testifying our 
just administration of the exalted achieve- 
ments which have immortalized ‘your Ex- 
cellency’s name, sustained the honour of 
the combined’ armies, and delivered this 
kingdom the third time from the oppres- 
sion of our enemies.—The conduct of the 
army having justified the confidence of 
their chief, and fulfilled the expectations 
of the allied nations, we are desirous 
that your Excellency do make known to 
the whole army that the Government and 
the country are amply repaid for their 
exertions and sacrifices, by the wisdom, 
valor, and discipline displayed by the 
Generais, Officers, and. privates of which 
that army is composed.—We will lay be- 
fore his Royal Highness, in the distinctest 
Manner, the events which have taken 
place ; recommending to his Royal notice 
the services of an army whichhas covered 
itself with glory under your eee ae 
command.—Your Excellency cannot fail 
'o derive high gratification from the 
result of your plans and labours, which, 
crowned with the most eminent success and 
public opinion, leave nothing wanting 
to satisfy the heart Uf the illastrious war- 
rior by whom ‘they were conceived and 
accomplished.—May God preserve your 
Exceltency, . 

Pararacn Ececr. 
Count Reponpo. 
R. Nocuier. 

Principges Sousa. 
Cuartes Stuart. 


Palace of Government, April, 19 1811. 
Pareira Forsaz, 


D. Micve 
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Most Illustrious and Most Excellent Sir Wil- 
liam Carr Beresford, .K. B. Marshal, Com- 
mander in Chief of the Portuguese Army. 


The Combined Armies having driven 
the enemy beyond the northern and 
southern frontier with as much glory to 
the forces allied, as advantage to the just 
cause they defend, the Governors of the 
Kingdom have authorised me to acknow- 
ledge, in their name, the high and distin- 
guished sevices for which the Portuguese 
Nation is indebted to your Excellency in 
quality of Marshal, Commander in Chief 
of her Armies.—If the success of our 
arms be the result of valor and discipline, 
to your Excellency it is attributable that 
troops, only the other day mostly recruits, 
have been enabled to conduct themselves 
like experienced veterans, and to deserve 
so eminently of their Sovereign and their 
country.—The Government will lay be- 
fore his Royal Highness, with an especial 
recommendation, the merits and glorious 
achievements of his army, and desire that 
your Excellency do make known to the 
whole of that army, in the most im- 
pressive manner, the high estimation in 
which ‘their services are held ——The army 
have amply fulfilled the expectations of 
their country ; and so long as she shall 
preserve the recollection of events so 
glorious, the distinguished Chief who dis- 
ciplined and comnmranded that army will 
ever be present to her grateful memory. 
—I have particular satisfaction in com- 
municating the sentiments of the Go- 
vernors of the kingdom towards your Ex- 
cellency being precisely those I have ever 
invariably entertained.—May God pre- 
serve your Excellency, 

D. Micvrt Pereira Forsaz. 
Palace of Government, April 17, 1811. 





Faance.——Decree for the raising of Seamen. 
—March 2, 1811,-——Signed by the Em- 


peror Napoleon. 


Art. 1. There shall be made a levy of 
3,000 seamen, from the age of 20 to 50 
years, in the three departments of the 
mouths of the Elbe, the Weser, and the 
Upper Ems.—2. The Governor-General 
shall apportion these 3,000 seamen among 
the different cities and ports of these three 
departments.—3. These seamen shall be 
marched, in parties of 100 each, to Ant- 


.—4, This call of seamen shall be in 
1 Hochatge of the maritime conscription. 
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5. Our Minister of Marine shall take the 
nevessary measures for securing to the 
wives and children of such seamen, while 
at sea, a suitable subsistence, and for pro- 
viding for the necessary expences of con- 
veyance and the details of the service.— 
6. Our Minister of Marine is charged with 
the execution of the present decree. 


France.—Report of a Plot respecting Belle- 
isle.—April 14, 1811. 


Report to his Majesty the Emperor and 
King.—Sire; I had the honour to submit 
to your Majesty on the 22nd of March 
last, the disclosures of the Sieur Cunlisse 
Owen, an Officer of the British Navy, pri- 
soner of war at Besancon. The result 
thereof was, that this prisoner had con- 
certed with a Sieur Laupper, an Officer in 
the 4th Swiss Regiment, the means of sur- 
prising Belleisle-en-Mer. Owen, accord- 
ing to the promise he had received, as he 
said, from M. Mackenzie, to whom the 
plan had been communicated, was to have 
been exchanged, and to command the 
Expedition; and Laupper, whose baita- 
jion was in garrison in Belleisle, charged 
himself with the recruiting of partizans 
among the officers and soldiers, to favour 
the communications between the cruizers 
and the coast, &c, It was at Besancon 
where Laupper had staid some time, while 
conducting the recruits to his corps, that 
this plot was formed. Among the papers 
which the Sieur Owen produced in sup- 
port of his statements, there appeared 
many letters which Laupper had ~ad- 
dressed to him from Rennes, and in which 
he stated that several officers had joined 
themselves to the conspiracy, and espe- 
cially a Sieur Laudis, who, he asserted, 
was to give in his resignation, for the pur- 
pose of following Owen to England. In 
pee of the orders which I had given, 

upper and Laudis were arrested at Ren- 
nes. The first declared, that having had 
occasion to know the Sieur Owen, on his 
way to Besancon, and finding himself 
pressed by the want of money, he had 
appeared to receive the propositions which 
the Englishman had made to him, of pro- 
curing particular information respecting 
Belleisle, or the plans and maps of that 
place; but he maintains that he would 
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not have pretended to enter into his view 
but in order to draw from him the sums 
which he had promised; that he neve; 
intended to assist his projects ; that he had 
not even the means of doing so, for he had 
resided only thirteen days in Belleisle 
On his arrival at Rennes, Laupper was ar. 
rested for debts contracted to his regi- 
ment. It was not long, he added, before 
I received a letter from Sieur Owen, in 
which he reminded him of their reciprocal 
promises, and announced the approaching 
arrival of the money; in fact, he trans- 
mitted to him, at two periods, two drafts, 
one for 1,000 francs, and the other for 
400, but they were not paid. In the 
mean time, the Sieur Owen, ‘insisting and 
advising him to bring into their interests 
some of his comrades, he then described 
to him, as an officer of his regiment, the 
Sieur Laudis, an old grenadier, who was 
in prison with him, and he protests that 
this soldier was totally ignorant of the 
part which he was made to perform in his 
correspondence with the English prisoner. 
Laudis is in fact an old grenadier of the 
4th Swiss regiment, who, having been re- 
duced in 1809, remained in the depart- 
ment D’ Illet Orlaine, in quality of Garde 
Forrestier; he had been imprisoned for 
firing a musket at some person. It was 
in this prison that he found Laupper. He 
declared that he never received from him 
any overtures respecting his intercourse 
with the Sieur Owen, and, with the excep- 
tion of the letters of Laupper, the investi- 
gation has,not hitherto produced any proof 
against him. Whatever may be the de- 
nials of Laupper, and the grounds on 
which he supports them, it does not ap- 
pear to me that they can be capable of 
justifying him in opposition to the suspl- 
cions which his correspondence with Sieur 
Owen establishes agaiust him.—I have 
the honour to propose to your Majesty, ' 
order the transmission of the Papers to 
the Minister of War.—I am, with the 

most profound respect, &c. 

The Duke Rovico. 

Referred to the Grand Judge, to cause 
the Laws of the Empire to be carried into 
Execution. NaPOLEOK. 

Palace of the Thuilleries, April 14, 1811. 
By the Emperor’s Order. 

H. B. Duke De Bassano. 
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